
PETITION CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT TO BAN MERCURY AMALGAM DENTAL FILLINGS 
To The House of Representatives: Recognizing that the Ministry of Health has a public duty to protect citizens and to promote their health, we the undersigned do 
respectfully request that the House urge the Government to: 
 

o IMMEDIATELY BAN mercury amalgam: In children up to and including 18 years of age, In pregnant and lactating women, In patients with renal or 
immune system impairment, In patients with proven or demonstrable mercury sensitivity/allergy, In patients with a present or past history of mercury 
toxicity, Under gold crowns, When placed above endodontically treated teeth (root canal teeth).  

o PHASE OUT amalgam usage in all other patients over a five year period from January 2008 to December 2013. 
o ENSURE all existing dental nurses and new dental graduates are competent in replacing amalgam fillings with composite restorations. 
o ALLOW DENTISTS TO INFORM patients of the potential mercury toxicity from amalgam, without professional censure. This will enable full 

informed consent before amalgams are placed, over the next five years and be sufficient to discharge dental liability. 
o PROVIDE STATE FUNDING for safe dental amalgam removal and subsequent treatment for a patient holding a community services card, in whom 

mercury toxicity has been diagnosed by a registered medical or naturopathic practitioner. 
o PROVIDE STATE FUNDING for 50% of the costs of safe dental amalgam removal and subsequent treatment when a patient so diagnosed with mercury 

toxicity does not have a community services card. 
o PROVIDE PUBLIC RESEARCH to determine: The extent of human mercury toxicity in New Zealand, including the cost of NOT treating patients so 

diagnosed, The safety, efficacy and biocompatibility of new composites. 
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 Please send completed forms to: Juliet Pratt, PO Box 147009, Ponsonby, Auckland, Ph 09 3599911


